
BAPTISM OF JESUS  
January 12th, 2025 – 10 AM 
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 WELCOME 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our 
adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised 
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the 
rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and 
we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 

 Preacher – The Rev. Diane Burkland 
 Officiant – Pr. Rudy Schneider 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.  
Amen.  

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.   
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us for the 
ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.  So often we ignore the needs 
of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 
fear;  
we assume the worst about one another.  Cleanse us from our faults and release us 
from their grasp.  Show us your lovingkindness.  Restore our hearts and repair your 
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.  Amen.   

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.  I have 
called you by name. You are mine.”  In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven.  In the Spirit, you are 
made free.  Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: ELW# 304 – Christ, When for Us You were Baptized 

Prayer of the Day - Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit 
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD’S HOLY WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you 
are mine.  2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior.  I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.   
4 Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return 
for you, nations in exchange for your life.  5 Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6 I will say to the north, “Give 
them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters 
from the end of the earth— 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made.”    The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God! 
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 Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength.   
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the 
LORD in the beauty of holiness.   
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;   
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.   
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of 
splendor. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  
6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.   
7 The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.  
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh.  
9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.  And in the 
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”  
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;  the LORD sits enthroned as king for 
evermore.   
11 O LORD, give strength to your people;  

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke 3:15 – 17, 21 - 22; Glory to You, O Lord! 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord…Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!   
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SERMON – ‘Setting an Example’ 

The Rev. Diane Burkland 

HYMN: ELW#456 – Baptized in Water 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 
of creation.  A brief silence. 

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized 
and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission 
and international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, 
Barnegat Bay, seas and oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land 
and creatures it nourishes. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and 
state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve 
all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or 
recovering from surgery.  Grace those from our families and community in greatest need of 
our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out loud).  Accompany individuals 
and families affected by addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your 
beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on 
behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors 
near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us 
with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 
revealed among the people.  Amen. 

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER 

O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, we know that all we have received is from your 
hand.  You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the caretakers of all you have entrusted 
to us.  Help us to always use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously.  May 
our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Jesus Christ in our lives.   Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
It is our joy and delight at all time and in all places give thanks to you O Lord, 
holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

Born a man, Jesus lived among us to reveal your glory and love, That our 
darkness should give way to His own brilliant light. 

And so we remember in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming.  Come, Lord Jesus.  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your 
Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on 
earth.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion – The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of 
gladness. 

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD! 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

The Steadfast Love of the Lord We Worship You Lord 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
His mercies never come to an end. 
They are new every morning, new every morning, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord, 
Great is Thy faithfulness. 
Edith McNeill c. 1974, 1975 Celebration.  CCLI # 541850 

We worship You, Lord, we worship You. 
With every fiber of our being, we worship You. 
Come and dwell within our midst, 
as we glorify Your name, 
You are worthy to be praised, and we worship You! 

© 1987, Sound III, Inc, CCLI License # 22085334  

Closing Prayer - Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with 
holy gifts of food and drink.  Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news of liberation 
and healing for the sake of the world.  In the name of 
Christ we pray, Amen. 

Blessing – The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you 
with compassion, and send you in love.  Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#671 – Shine, Jesus, Shine 
Dismissal:  Go in peace. Live in Hope.   Thanks be to God. 

Notes:______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
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